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4 72 HEN the « following G was aut 2 0 . 
turbance was + likely to take place from an extraordinary 
revival of the Work of God at SuzrrieLd. At that 
time, I had not the leaſt intention of printing it. In- 
dlced, I had no thought of ſpeaking on the ſubject, till, 


u 170 THE READER. | 


—— | 
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* 


about two hours before, a friend ſuggeſted, that a Diſ- 


courſe on the Ab VO of GAMALIEL, might then le 1 
very ſeaſonable and ufeful. As the reaſons alledged for 


my ſpeaking on the paſſage appeared to have ſome weight, 
IJ. further conſidered them when I retired, and determin- 


ed to fay Ram on it as God Jon . 
Two things ls me to this e N | 


- hope that I might herein be inſtrumental for removing 
any unfavourable impreſſions, already made on the 
minds of ſome perſons, through the peculiarity of the 

work: And, Secondly, fhould any thing remarkable 
Tired. "m_— the as 4 to 2450 charitable MR t N 


5 On eee Gmnef enfants 1 10 2 
me to publiſh them. This, however, at firſt, I totally 
. declined, judging my ability, if I have any for writing, 


to lie more in the way of VERSE, than ROSE. Befides, 


I had no opportunity then of writing a fingle line on 
© the ſubjet ; having the whole bufineſs of the Circuit to 
- adjuft for the Conference. But being favoured lately 
vit ni a little more leifure, I employed it in fetting dawn 


what I could recollect, end. now venture i * 0 


to the world, 


The 
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( iv } 
The following pages contain the fubſtance of what 


I delivered on the ſubjeft. It will not be expected that a 
Difcourſe, of which I had no note whatforver, nor an 


opportunity of writing any, ſhould be written verbutim. © 


The language in ſome places may be a little altere d, and 
Jome new thoughts introduced ; but, as far as memory 


as aſſiſted me to recover | the _ it is * and 
matter 28 the . ; 


07 the manner in which it is executed I have ae 


0 ſay : the Public muſt Judge. But hope I may, ne- 
verthieleſa, without falling under the accuſation of va- 


nity, recommend the ſubject itſelf, as intereſting and 
important. Nor am I altogether without hope, however 


| Feeble the attempt, of its being in ſome degree uſeful : 
and this, I am fenfible, ought above all the * 
ee eee e 2 


21 on a ; peruſal, the candid can perceive it . 2 
to anſwer that end, their clemency, I am perſuaded, will 


excite them to excuſe any weakneſs they diſcover ; and 
al the fame time, an end will be anſwered, for which I 
can be content to expoſe both my ignorance and weak- 
neſs, to ſuch as are rere to wn on works £ * 


nn , 


| May the Pa INCE of 8 x, uſe this effort 2 ex- 
tending its be · nign influence, and n the. inte. 
* of his. Gracious Kin yoo Wy <q 
_ 1 Aan. | 
SuxrrIzIb, April 18, 1795 | 
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' ACTS, 5, 38, 39- 
And now I ſay unto you, Refrain from theſe men, and 


let them alone ; for if this council, or this work be 
of men, it will come to nought + But if it be of Cod, 
pe cannot overthrow it ; teſt haply ye be found even 


to Ebbe again Ee Cod. 


No 


ſinking intereſt. In the infant ſtate of the Chriſtian 
Church, a peculiar fear ſeized every ſoul, inclined to 
oppoſt her ſacred progreſs: while the Apoſtles, en 
dued with power from on High, went every where 


| preaching the Goſpel, the Lord confirming their 


word, by miracles, wonders, and ſigns. The dili- 


* and zeal n which _— ſr the glad- 
RE tmiuüäings 


0 ſooner did the kirigdom: of darknebs begin fo: 

ſbake, than the prince of it began to rage. 
His power, however, was limited for the preſent, to 
a few ineffectual efforts, made uſe of to ſupport his 
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Uiags of Talvation, W bc HIPs glorious G00 5 
in which they embarked, Nor were the effects leſs 


| remarkable: The word of the Lord ran and was 
glor 


ed, / and the ino caſe of believers 1 ſur- 
priſing. 
But this interval of reftrains was of ri duration, 
The 4th chapter informs us, that perſons in place 
and power, could not brook the growing profperity 


which attended this extraordinary work. The 
captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon 


them, being grieved that they taught the people, and 
preached, through Jeſus, the reſurrection of the 
dead“ Their number was increaſed to about five 
thouſand, when the high prieſt with his relations 


mougnht it time to interpoſe, and make uſe of their 
power and influence to cenſure and repreſs it, 


But as miracles were wrought by the Apoſtles in 
confirmation of their divine miſſion, miracles were 


1 for their deliverance from their perſe- 


cutors. Such wonderous interpoſition, together 


with 5 judgement of God ſo lately, and ſo awefully 
diſplayed againſt thoſe who endeavoured to impoſe 
on them by a falſe profeſſion of Chriſtianity, had: 


| aſtoniſhed the council before whom they were ar- 


raigned. They threatened - they reprimanded them 
for diſregarding their threats. They impriſoned 


them; but found them in the temple. It no-, 
therefore, became neceſſary to treat them in a dif- 


ferent way. Hence; through a fear of the people 


ratherithan the fear of God, without the violence 


they 


N 7 0 | 
they had previouſly exerciſed. on this occaſion, they a 
brought them again before the council, Gan | 
made one among thoſe who fat i in Judgement over 
them at this time ; and gave. his opinion in be 
wards of the 1ext, 


Toi improve Ihe fabjet farther, Gamaliel's advice, 


and his reaſon for giving it, oy now be taken into 
conſideration ·—— 


I. GAMALIEL's ADVICE. 

1. And firſt, to form a right judgement of advice, 
tis frequently helpful to conſider ſomething of the 
character of its author, For although Truth is of too 
| ſacred a nature to become Falſehood, and Falſchood | 
too baſe to become Truth; yet are they frequently 
made to put on each other's dreſs, to ſuit the different 
| motives of evil-defigning men. And though Truth 
cannot be annihilated, by the worlt of characters, yet 
may her influence be hereby greatly weakened, and 
ſometimes diſcredited: while, on the other hand, a 
fair uniform condutt, adds weight to her importance 

and greatly conduces to eſtabliſh her authority, But 
this is ſtill more eſpecially the caſe where particular 
ability accompanies ſuch uniformuy, and a popular 


lituation holds up the man to public attention. In 


| the fame degree, therefore, as theſe qualifications 
met in the perſon before us, they were rendered uſe. 
{ulia the Apoliles' behalf, 


GAMAT 1E T 


62 


Can L appears to have been in his day, a per- 


don of conſiderable eminence : poſſeſſed of a mind 
naturally calm, and paſſions ſo regular as neither to 


deſtroy, nor materially injure his ideas. And, to 
this, may we not add what is ſo generally connected 
herewith, namely, a civil, epmrteous diſpoſition ? A 


| bright genius and ready Wit, had probab'y recom- 


mended him to the public, while his extenſive ac- 
quaintance with literature, was calculated to improve, 


and ſetthem off to the beſt advantage, Tis not im- 


probable that he was alſo an eloquent ſpeaker; ons 


| who could deliver his ſentiments on any ſubject, in 
© clear, agreeable, and convincing way, _ 


But what is unſpeakably more valuable is, that he: 


: appears to have been a man of moderation: a perſon 


to be eſteemed for the ſolidiiy of bis judgement, and 
the juſtneſs of his concluſions. Nor does it appear 


| that he was influenced by thoſe principles of bigotry 


which poiſoned the minds of the rulers who ſcourged- 


and impriſoned the Apoſtles. He diſcovers milder 
fentiments, and recommends peaceable and nn | 


meaſures, let their character be what it may. 


* Some attention ok: to the character of thoſe "I 


concerning whom it was given, may alſo very pro- 
perly lead us on to diſcover the propriety, wiſdom; 
and excellence of ſuch advice. And. this could not but 
be known to all who ſought to be intimately acquaint - 


ed with them; and who impartially ſurveyed theit 


manner of life, The acts which they performed were 
1 | | EY 


(9) 


not bid in a corner, and the performers themſelves 


vere evidently the epiſtle of the Lord, in which men 
* — the ene Author. | 


| Fawn the menial e of fiſhing, &c. they 
were raiſed to the dignity of Apoſtles; taught to catch 


men, and building the living temple of God in the 


world. Their call and miſſion were attended with a 
ſimple grandeur ſuited to the diſpenſation of which 


they, with their bleſſed Maſter, were to be the minif- 


ters and eſtabliſners. They were illiterate, ſimple, 
plain · hearted perſons ; and hence, as much incapaci - 


tated to deceive, as perhaps any men. Their natural, 
or acquired abilities, appear to have been of no conſi - 
deration. As far as we know, one of them only had 


the privilege of a liberal education; and he was 
as one born out of due time. But their on inſuffi- 
ciency could be no obſtacle wich him who called 


them: and their faith was not to ſtand i in n the wildoth 


"OT roars eee fa of 
4. Oftheſe, our Lord choſe . 


ticular attendants: to go out and in with him, and to 


be witneſſes of all he did and taught. But beſides 
theſe, he alſo choſe ſeventy ; whom he ſent forth to 


| preach the word, and to work miracles in proof of 


their divine miſſion, It does not, however, appear, 
that either their number or influence was great, till 


after the day of pentecoſt; at which time, all the diſ- 


ciples together, amounted to no more than a hundred 
7 jo! tenty. Yet theſe, deſpicable as they may ap- 
Pear, 
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4 pear, were engaged to perform the greateſt work on 


earth; namely, to diſciple the nations: to turn men 


from dark neſs to light, from the power of Satan unto 


God; to tranſlate them into the kingdom of his dear 
Son, and, dae ſet up a ſpiritual dominion hit nev- 
er mould end. 


In dove this they: had to encounter « an over- 
turn Judaiſm and Paganiſm, with the unnumbered 
prejudices built thereon, which then overſpread the 
earth. They were literally, therefore, as one ob- 


| ſerves, a hundred and twenty againſt the world: or 
rather, againſt. the world and devil combined. 
Whereſoever they went, poverty and want, mock- 
ings and ſcoffings, ſtripes and impriſonments, afflie- 


tions and death, attended them. Their doftrine was 


new and novel: and hence, unſupported by the : 


laws of their country, and, perhaps, condemned by 
the laws of other countries in Which they propagat- 
ed it, So that, humanly ſpeaking, they 'might be 

faid to carry their lives in their hand, or offer them up 


28 a n | e 5 *. en their * 


8. To do juice to their 1 it is right to 


obſerve, they were men profeſſing religion. Nay 
more: they were miniſters in the houſe of God: for 


we are told they ere prieſts, Their office, then, de- 


manded a more eſpecial reſemblance of Him, 1 
vhom in behalf of the people, they ſo fi equently ap- 
proached: who ſendeth his rain on the jult and the 


e 
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£ uajuſt, and who is kind to the unthank ful and unho- 
ly. But of all perſecutors, thoſe frequently become 


the worſt, who having the form of religion, are deſti- 


tute of its power. Indeed, the company they kept 
would not ſuffer our expectation to riſe very high in 
their favour, although, had not awful proof demon- 
ftrated the contrary, we might reaſonably have ſup- 
poſed they could never have made themſelves ſo vile 
as is here repreſented, At this however, we are no. 
longer ſurprized, when we conſider the manner in 
which they treated our Lord; whoſe moſt invete- 
rate enemies, were thoſe who made the greateſt pro- 
feffion of religion. What then could the ſervants 
| pq if the Maſter wore thus treated PF. | 


6. But tha WR hogs were not ſent a wakes at 
their own coſt, He that commiſſioned and qualified 
them for their work, equipped them for their war- 
fare.” Not, to the preſent hour, doth God call with- 
out preparing his meſſengers, on their compliance 
herewith, He did not, it is true, inveſt them with 
temporal power, and arm them with carnal weapons: 
but gave them what was much more effectual for 
their purpoſe, _— his . * and Holy 
155 1 | 


By theſe, FR was the wonderous wark began at 
| the Pentecoſt, carried on with a rapidity and power, 
that aſtoniſhed and confounded every ſpectator. The 
Apoſtles were enabled 'to bear the glad tidings with 
which Oy. were nen, in every language of the 

Entries bv  babling 
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babling earth, The ſpirit allo, in which b forks 
and afted, ſo much reſembled their bleſſed Maſter” 1 


that it could not but be noticed by their very perſecu- 
tors: They took en of them, that they had 
been with Jeſus.“ They were wiſe, and . 3 
diligent, and patient; magnanimons, and gentle; ſuf- 
fering ill, yet doing good to all men. They could 
with propriety fay, “ Be ye followers of us, as we are 


of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord,” This was calculated, as 
a hammer, to drive the nail of their precept in a ſure 


place; and cauſe their miracles not barelv to ſtrike 


the eye, but aſſault the heart. And indeed, ſo great- 


ly was the power of God diſplayed, and ſo ſurpriſing _ 
its effefts, that the ſick were reſtored, devils were i 
caſt out, oracles ſilenced, kings inſtructed, prin- 


ces ſubdued to the obedience of Chriſt, and the 
_ goſpel of the 5 extended to W part of the 


kun WR 


7. Such were the men now before GamALIEL; 


and ſuch were their communications. They were, 
it is true, GauAL IE T's priſoners; but they were the 
Lord's free men. This was diſplayed by the pre- 
ſence of mind, recollection and freedom, with which 


they addreſſed the council. Their maſter had prohi- 
bited, their ſtudying before-hand what they ſhould 


ſay on theſe occaſions; but he ſo aſſiſted them, that 
while their anſwers were unpremeditated, they ex- 
ceeded the wiſdom of Cicero, and the eloquence of 


Demoſthenes, Their conſcience condemned them 
not: hence had they confidence towards God, and 
undaunted . 


e 
ads boldneſk before men. They were not 
confounded—not aſhamed ; for the love of God was 
ſhed abroad in their hearts. Nay, they dared to re- 
prove and warn even their very judges! ard with 
the greateſt faithfulnels, cleared themſelves from the 
blood of _ men. 
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8. A man of Gan obferonivn; cold not 
therefore but perceive, from theſe circumſtances, 
ſomething peculiar in the caſe, ſpirit, and conduct of 
the Apoſtles. He was, doubtleſs, acquainted with 
their impriſonmeat and myſterious deliverance; and 
had minutely obferved their demeanour in the court. 
Their intrepid conduct could not but affect him, to- 
gether with their inviolable attachment to the doc- 
trines they advanced. Zeal for propagating, and 
unſhaken firmneſs in defending the truths they 
taught, were features too prominent in their con- 
duct to remain unnoticed by Gawmarties, While, 
on the other hand, he heard no accuſation of blaſ- 
phemy, treaſon, injuſtice, or even malevolence, 
brought againſt them. The whole charge in their 
indictment was preaching the Goſpel: a do&rine as 
unpopular as new, with the rulers of the Jewiſh 
Nation. But though GAMALIBL was one of theſe, 


he did not fully imbibe their ſentiments, or come 1 
into their meaſures. . 
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We may naturally ſuppoſe his riſing in the coun- 

cil diffuſed reverence and attention through the 4 

court; and raiſed with expectation, the minds. of 
thoſe who were acquainted with his ability and emi- 
0 nence 


( 14 ) 
nence, to the higheſt pitch of elevation, | How great- 
ly, then, muſt they be diſappointed, on hearing him 


: expreſs himſelf ſo favourably towards the Apoſtles ! 
But if the Jews had their prieſt and captain, the 


Apoſtles had their counſel in the court ; and that too 


without fee or reward; one whoſe heart was influ- 

_ enced, and words directed by Him who reſtraineth 
the wrath of man, and maketh the relidue thereof to 
OK him. ä 


9. The advice delivered by GAMALIEL on e 


occaſion, was becoming a man of foreſight, delibera- 


tion, and candour. The caſe, in his opinion, de- 


manded the greateſt caution; with this, therefore, be 
wiſhed them to proceed. Tis the part of every wiſe 
man to rejeft a mode of conduct that any way reſem- 
bles taking a leap in the dark. He who ruſhes for- 
ward, right or wrong, can have no uſt pretence to 
ſo ſacred a character; the road which is marked 
with precipitance, is commonly ſhaded with grief. 


GAMALIEL proceeds differently; he judges right, 


and adviſes well, He ſpeaks like one having the 
authority of years and experience; and confident of 


the importance of what he ſpeaks. © And now, 
therefore, I ſay unto _—_ refrain from theſe men, and 


let them alone :" 


How a is it to be wiſhed, that the candid 
conduct of GAMALIEL were more perfectly and ge- 
5 nerally copied, both by the church and the world? 
For, alas! how frequently is it the caſe, that chriſti- 
| ans 


{ 3 


| ans are not only uncharitably dealt with by the 
world, but, to the great injury of real religion, con- 
duct themſelves ſomewhat in the ſame way towards 
each other? But whenever ſuch ſimilarity of con- 
duct has been diſplayed by perſons ſo oppoſite in 


| ſpirit and practice in other reſpects, it has commonly 


| been with this difference, that the attack made on 
God's people by the men of the world, is on account 
ol real religion; whereas what has introduced diſ- 


Putes, bitterneſs, and war among themſelves, is the 


difagreeing in ſentiment, reſpecting its circumſtanti- 
als merely, or ſome of its parts. If a thing be evi- 
dently good, ſhould we refrain from it through fear 
of the croſs, or leſt ſome evil ſhould come? And if, 
on the contrary, manifeſtly evil, ſhould any thing 
| induce us hereto, that good, ſuch as riches, honour, 
or pleafure, may be either acquired or retained? 
Should it appear in a middle way, neither clearly 
good, nor obviouſly evil, the mind is then left at 
| liberty to deliberate and determine on what ſhall 
appear moſt eligible, beſt adapted to its own peace, 
and the felicity of mankind, But ſhould the new- 
neſs and ſuddenneſs of any occurrence be calculated 
to puzzle us, in a caſe of this nature, GauAL IE LSC 
advice may pertinently apply, and be eminently. uſe- 
ful. The plain purport of which is, Lay no violent 
hands on theſe men, Refrain from your preſent 
Proceedings againſt them, Make no ill uſe of your 
power, by deſtroying the happineſs, diſturbing the 
Peace, or abridging the liberty of your fellow crea- 
ares. But let them n what * and all man- 


kind 


8 


kind moſt particulaily deſire and prize; the freedom 
of their own religious ſentiments, Let them quieily 


chooſe their own way of worſhipping the God of 
their Fathers, 


10. And who does not ſee the reafotubleneſs of 


| fuch advice? And yet how great is the number of 
Its  objeRtors ! But on what are their objections 


grounded ? Why, perhaps, on the doctrines and 
things being new. That they are ſentiments which 
they neither underttand nor approve. Or their 


being an innovaſion on the eſtablifhed religion of 


their country : and as ſuch expoſing to ridicule ſa- 
cred things. But ſuch conſiderations did not weigh 
with GAMALIEL; nor could they have had any 
weight with thoſe who perſecuted the diſciples of our 


Lord, had they properly reflected that every man 
mut be guided by his own judgment and conſci- 
enge, and give an account of himſeif unto God. 


7 or if we cannot poſſeſs another man's conſcience, 
or give account to God for another; we cannot 
with any colour of reaſon much leſs religion, oblige 
a man to receive our own ſet of notions, or become 


the chooſers of his creed, 


Much leſs, then, hive we any authority t to impri- 

| ſon, puniſh, and ſlay, fuch as do not fall in with our 
own modes of devotion and addreſs unto God. For 
; whatever be the principles of ſuch as are perſecuted, 
| we are perſuaded that perſecutors can have no real 


sion Gnce the very eſſence of "Py is a 
. 


(on) 


fpi rit of pride, wrath, injuſtice, bitterneſs, Kc. Per- 
ſecution eretts her principles as a ſtandard for all; 
and accounts herfelf infallible. She baniſhes libera- 
lity of ſentiment, and requires implicit acquieſcence. 
She annihilates that golden rule, Whatſoever ye 
would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo 
unto them :” and eſtabliſhes juſt its reverſe, She is 
_ devoid of all ſympathy : her heart is adamant, and 
her tender mercies cruel ! Nay, more! her abettors 
frequently do not examine the principles of thoſethey 
perſecute; but conclude on — and on 
r 


How many excellent perſons havs felt the force 
of this, while they have been loaded with abuſe, de- 
pri ved of their character, and embarraſſed in their 


circumſtances, merely becauſe they have been con- 
_nefted with religious perſons of ſome deſcription, 


_ againſt whom their opulent neighbours have been 
hugely prejudiced without any other knowledge of 
them ſaving that of the name? Such unhappy per- 
| ſons, forgetting the wiſe maxim of hearing before 
they judge, never hear at all; and, hence, inſcribe 
folly on all their proceedings, too capitally for the 
candid and ani not to read. 


Every man ought, tho, moſt x ſeriouſly to conſi- 


Ader, that whatever liberty he wiſhes to enjoy him - 


ſelf, cannot fail of being dear to another, though . 
pPoorer in circumſtance, and unrefined by a liberal | 
education, Of this, the author of the advice before 
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ü us, appeats ſenbhls and les; j and would to God, 


that every Ruler and Magistrate, throughout the 
world, may e be duly u with the. pro- 


Prigty Merke 1 
Wer now come io conſider 


1 0 GAMALIEL's REASON FOR GIVING 
„„ ADVICE, 


1. In this ban takes them on their own 
ground, He makes a ſuppoſition of its being as they 
had concluded, a work of mere human invention ; 3 


und 'realon' s in that caſe, on the folly of their unne- 


ceſſary diſguietude, and violent proceedings againſt E 


the Apoſtles. He ſeems to accommodate his ex- 


prefſions to their opinions; propoling it as a counſel ; 


a deep laid plan; but immediately, as it were una- 


wates, Ca1s* int his own, of its being rather a ſudden 


w ork," imm any contrived or premeditated deſign. 
And*who, that with due attention ſurveys the Apoſ- 


tles' proceedings, cannot ſee the propriety of this 
ſentiment ? For *tis evident, that in the beginning 


of the wonderous work which took place at the 


Penticoſt, they had no particular plan; but moved 


as they were led by the Holy Ghoſt. Not that the 
5 things « of God commonly remain long unreduced to 
1 order, for the inſtruments of it are directed by Him 


He the lover of order, and not the author of con- 


fufibyn © 'But, doubtleſs, that which appears wildneſs 


and cofffufion to the world, may, on the WROW, ap- 
; pear 


(199 
pear regular and glorious in the fight of God: ſince 
the world by its wiſdom knows Him not, and the 
carnal man diſcerneth not his operations. All the 
advantages of a liberal education, are inſufficient to 
Furniſh us with a right view of divine things. G- 


AL IEI. himſelf, who was not only a perſon of con- 5 


ſiderable learning, but was inſtructed in all the prin- 
ciples of the Jewiſh Religion, ſpeaks of them as being 
ſtrange. And indeed, the genuine work of God, 
eſpecially where its progrels is rapid, always, more 
or leſs, puzzles and as the men of the 
: world. | 


| But one is ready to reply, I like a rational reli- 
gion; Religion that is not conſiſtent with Reaſon is 
not of God, True, if Reaſon be properly guided by 
divine Revelation ; otherwiſe it may be totally falſe, 
And if it be directed by this unerring light, wil! 
then be natural to conceive, that very great agitati- 
ons muſt take place; in a work ſo rapid as the firſt 


_ eftabliſhment of the chriſtian church, Sighs and | 


lamentations, groans and tears, trembling and ſmi- 
ting on the breaſt, &c. are the ſcriptural repreſenta. - 


tion of genuine effects produced by powerful convie- 


tion for fin, And ſhall we then be ſo ſtraitened in 
our bowels as to ridicule a work attended with 
ſuch effects now ? Or deny its being of God becauſe 
the manner of his operation herein does not exactly 
agree with the ideas we had formed of it; that is to 
_ tay, becauſe 3 does not work by our 


rule? 


( 0 ) 


rule 7 Let us bluſh at ſuch narrownekk of ſpirit, and 
: = our infidelity humble us before the Lord! 


We would not fo vials a remarkably reviel ; 


of Religion, produced by an uncommon out-power- 
ing of the Divine Spirit as to affirm it free from any 


alloy or mixture of our own. At thoſe ſeaſons, there 


may be many things which the meſſengers of Jeſus 
Chriſt diſcover to be ſo interwoven with a genuine 


work of grace, as that the ſtriking violently at the 
wild ſprouts, would manifeſtly for the preſent, en- 
danger the whole tree, And which then would be 


the worſt, the remedy or the diſeaſe ? Surely it can- 


not require a peculiar depth of ſagacity to determine 


2. A work is ſaid to be of man, not ſimply as 


being the performer of it, but rather from the na- 
ture of the work itſelf, together with the principles 
and end with which we engage therein. That, 
therefore, which is properly the work of man, is 
like him; bears a ſtriking reſemblance of its author. 

Now, if we here underſtand man detached from _ 


God, or ſimply in a natural ſtate, (which evidently 
appears the intention of the paſſage,) we are told 


by St. Paul, that, conſidered in this view, he is of 
the earth, earthy, Man then, conſiſtent with this 
definition of the Holy Ghoſt, muſt be worldly and 


ſelfiſh in his principles and end; attached unto, and 


\ Purſuing his eaſe, or intereſt, pride, or pleaſure, 


And theſe, governing the natural man, from his 
whole 
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| whdlte life. A work, therefore, uninfluenced by 
theſe, nay, viſibly performed in direct oppoſition to 
them, cannot be ſaid to be merely the work of man; 
but beſpeaks a divine Original, and claims Him for 


its author, from whom deſcends "_ good and per- 
dect g ſte; 


. A Work ok God then; hath Gov for its au- 

| thor; and is known by the reſemblance it bears to 
Him, If it be his, tis inſpired by his Spirit. The 
Holy Ghoft is the grand agent and operator herein. 
"Tis He that quickens men to a ſenſe of their want, 
that draws them out in good deſires, and begets them 
again toa | tively oye; in Chriſt * . 


Ti directed by his Word. This is the unerring 
rule of our faith and practice; and this, therefore, 5 
becomes the proper teſt of all our proſeſſion and ex- 
perience. The children of God dig in it, as in a 
rich mine, for hidden treaſure; and hence they are 
inſtructed in all things neceſſary to make them truly 
wiſe. Herein they find gold, pearls, and precious 
things; calculated to enrich the underſtanding, rec- 
tify the heart, and adorn the life. Tis therefore the 
line and plummet by which they proceed; and by 
which the work of God is carried on and completed 
in the earth, _ 


And it is He that protects it. Had not this been 

the caſe, how long fince muſt it have been extin& ? 

But * is the fence of his 5 and hath de- 
e | clan 
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clared he will keep it night and day, His almighty 
power, goodneſs, and faithfulneſs, as an impregnable 


bulwark, ſurrounds his own. The everlaſting arms 
are placed underneath them, and they are a wonder 
to many, while God is their refuge, 


From the paltry things and periſhing trifles that 


| | _ ſurround them, it leads to ſubſtantial good, brings 
them to the ſource of perfection, and fountain of hap- 
poineſs. The true centre of the ſoul is here clearly 


diſcovered, and her reſt effectually obtained. Aſpi- 
ring to the height of her ſublime privilege, ſhe bere 


walks with God, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and anti- 
 Cipates the glory that ſhall hereafter be revealed. 


| Divine Love is the very eſſence or ſoul of it, 


This, as a main ſpring, ſets all its wheels in motion. 
And this not only annimates, but keeps it alive; and 
ſpreads its. diſintereſted influence far and wide. 


Through this ſacred fire, ever aſcending to its glori- 
ous ſource, it burns with a flame which many wa- 


ters cannot quench, neither the floods drown. And 
hence it becomes light and pleaſant to all who hear- 


tily engage herein. Theſe prove the propriety of 


that paſlage, © Her ways are ways os pleaſantneſs, N 
and all her ** peace.” Ds 


. it diſplays the Glory of God. This 
is thegreat end to which it leads; and this it eſta- 
bliſhes by the ſalvation of mankind. For if God be 


glorified i in his works at large, how much more in 
| wis 
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this hisgreateſt and beſt of works, creating us a-ntw 
in Chriſt Jeſus ! es 


The Inſtruments too by whom it is effeRed, re- 
ſemble the Work itſelf. They are men of clean 
hands and pure intentions, Their ſpirit and work 
are the ſame. Their whole ſouls are engaged in it, 
They know that a diſpenſation of the goſpel is com- 
mitted unto them; and they travel in birth for the 
| good of their fellow creatures. They conſider them- 
ſelves accountable for their high calling : and long, 
above all things, to ſee the kingdom of Chriſt eſta- | 
bliſhed below. They do good and ſuffer evil ; an = 
are willing to e and be yu for God. | 


Peace and POE "Mocknoſe and Gentleneſs, Con- 


rage and Boldneſs, Uprightneſs and Truth, are the 
happy and inſeparable conſequences of ſuch a Work. 
Whereſoever it proſpers, thoſe ſpread their ſalutary 
influences; while reading and hearing God's word, 
inſtruction and reproof, prayer and praiſe, e 
the employ of all its votaries. A new face of things 
overſpreads the deformity of nature, and a pure lan- 
guage is poured on mankind, Righteouſneſs ſprings 
| up from the earth, and Peace looks down from hea- 
ven: Obedience reigns below, and JEHOVAH 


ſmiles from above. And thus is a genuine Work 1 


of God demonſtrated unto us, 


7 Had not the Jews, aw, been involved in 
ſhades of the moſt K prejudice they had diſco- 
vered 


tu) 


vered theſe, like ſo many ſun beams, meet together 


in the character and conduct of the Apoſtles. But fin 
unreſiſted, grows upon us, and ſhuts out all that light 


which otherwiſe would convey full conviction to the 


human mind. And hence, the perſons who rejected | 


the aſtoniſhing evidence conveyed by the Son of 
God, found it the more eaſy to ſet aſide that which 
| ſhone upon them in the ſpirit and practice of his 


Meſſengers and Apoſtles, The nature of the Work 
was ſufficiently diſplayed ; but as thoſe who ſhut out 


| the beams of the ſun cannot properly diſcern the na- 


ture of objects, ſo neither could thoſe who ſhut out 


the light of the Spirit diſcern the ſigns of the times, 
+ Their darkneſs was from themſelves, and not from 
the * of which they an to be © judges. 


5. But had it been W and as s they igno- 


rantly and maliciouſly ſuppoſed, a ſcheme of their 


own framing, a contrivance to make themſelves ap- 


pear great, ſomething above the common rank of 

mortals; they had reaſon to conclude, time would 
diſcover the artifice, and render their whole attempt 
vain and fruitleſs, A plan of aggrandizement as to 


wealth, it wore not the leaſt appearance of, it being 
totally oppoſite to the way which their own prudence 
muſt ſuggeſt the moſt likely to ſecure that end. Eaſe 


and earthly pleaſure, it could have no pretenſion to, 


{ince it obviouſly rejected both. And had it been a 


pelitical ſyſtem, formed with a deſign of oppoſing 
government, and bringing about a revolution in the _ 


Nats; their weakneſs ſufficiently expoſed them to the 
ſecular 55 


4 


| ſecular arm, which doubtleſs 93 any time have tak 
en care of them; In either caſe, therefore, any ſuch 

interpoſition at preſent, muſt be extremely il Judged, 
. and needleſs. 


To illuſtrate this, Gama tits propoſes two inſtan- 
ces in Theudas, and Judas of Galilee, Who thoſe 
men were, the learned'are not agreed : but they are 

_ preſidents. which appear well ſuited to thoſe ſenti- _ 
ments which the council entertained of the Apoltles. | 

The former, tis evident, had oftentation for his ob-* 
ject: and the latter, in all probability, political affairs. 
For he roſe up, we read, in the days of the taxing; 
and 'tis not unlikely that it was in oppoſition to it. 
Both theſe, he tells them, together with numbers of 


their followers, fell victims to their wicked and vain 


opinions: and the reſt were ſcattered. Should, 
therefore, the men whoſe caſe they were now conſi- 
dering, reſemble thoſe, they might naturally expect 
| ſomething ſimilar to overtake them, whenever their 
ſcheme or folly and iniquity ſhould be ripe for de- 
ſtruction. And ſhould it, on the other hand, prove 
counter to their preſent perſuaſion, they would then 

have a fair opportunity to mark the event, without in- 
volving themſelves i in oe te and —_ too late to 

remedy. 


6. Hence, therefore, he wiſely obſerves, © If it be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow: it.” How happy 
would it be, did the enemies of his people duly conſi- 
der this? And how ſtrange is it that they do not? It 

G e 
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is a truth which God hath been verifying for nearly 
ſix thouſand years. And yet, ſo aſtoniſhing is the 
power of infidelity, that numbers in the preſent day 
believe it not; but vigorouſly ſtrive to pull down 
what he upholds. This ſtrife, which began ſoon on 
ſins entering the world, and hath more or leſs conti- 


nued to the preſent time, together with the wiſdom 
and power of God oppoling it, are ſet before us in 


his word, with a perſpicuity ſufficient to ſatisfy every 


candid, and impartial obſerver. Nor can the folly 


and vanity of ſuch conduct, be leſs conſpicuous, 


But here ſome diſtinction ſhould be made between 


the work itſelf, which is the thing ſpoxen of, and 


the inſtruments employed to carry it on, For though 


Odd is as able to ſecure the inſtruments as to main- 
his work in the world; yet hath he not always 
thought good ſo to do, Nevertheleſs theſe, at times, 


have been amazingly and miraculouſly preſerved. 
How was this manifeſted in the character of Eliſha, 


when ſurrounded by the Aflyrian Army that ſought 


his life ? And was it not further diſcovered in God's 
care of Jeremiah, at the time when Feruſalem was 


taken and ſacked by the Babylonians ? So alſo was 


Daniel preſerved in the lions' den; and the three 


Children in the fiery turnace ? And ſo wonderouſly | 
Was the care of our Lord diſplayed towards the Apoſ- 


tles, that they might, in a ſenſe, be accounted | immor- 


Kal till their work was done. | 


| And 


3 
And although, at other ſeaſons, God hath permit- 


ted them to be expoſed to the rage and fury of their 
perſecutors ; yet hath he herein more particularly 


difplayed his powerful grace in ſupporting them un- 


der, what he did not think fit to ſave them from. 
And while they have become a ſacrifice to the truths 
they taught, the work of God hath been completely 
protected and deſended. Hence all the variety of tor- 
ture, invented and executed againſt its inſtruments, 
could not ſuppreſs or ſtop its growth; for the num- 
ber of its votaries increaſed more rapidly than the 
rage of their enemies could cut them off. Thus, it 
maugred all their diabolical inventions and malicious 
exert ions, and reproached their feebleneſs and wicx- 
edneſs together, For, like the famed buſh, while it 
burned it was not conſumed; but increaſed like I/. 
rael in Egypt, and flouriſhed like the Palm tree, under 
5 the greateſt preſſure. So true was it, that the blood 
of the Martyrs was the ſeed of the Church; and ſo. 
greatly hath the work of God triumphed over all us 


py eg 


Nor need we greatly wonder at the ill ſucceſs WE... 
its enemies againſt the cauſe of Chriſtianity, if we re- 
ect that the cauſe is God's; that perſecution is a di- 
rect attack on his right and heritage: and that Hz 
enters the liſts in defence of his own. For we cannot 
but be ſtruck with the unequalneſs of the match. 
When potſherds ſtrive with potſherds of the earth, 
ur minds may well be held in ſuſpence as to the un- 
| nen of the iſſue, But here the inequality of 


„ | the 
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the combatants, c can leave us no rbom to heſitate 
which will finally prevail. For the conteſt is between 


the creature and the Creator. A man lifts up his 
hand againſt GOD! A worm;hopes'to overcome the 


ALMIGHTY ! What an extreme of madneſs and 
wickedneſs is this! It js no other than ruſhing on 


I novaAn's BuckLER, and daring the thunderbolts of 
| His R1GHT HAND ! What marvel then, that he is re- 
preſented to laugh them to ſcorn, and bold them in 
5 2 utmoſt deriſion. 


| © Sometimes bs checks and repreſſes the ſons of 


Pride in their firſt onſet, Hence he is ſaid to have 
Kis hook in their noſe, and his bridle in their lips. 


Denoting his complete power over them, and his abi- 


lity to curb, or turn them about at pleaſure. To take 


ir chariot wheels, ſo that they can move but 
ſlowly and ineffectually, to the ſecuring their end. 
« He takes the wicked in their own craftineſs,” And 


If, therefore, he have ſometimes permitted them io 


drive like Jehu, and to carry on their ſchemes ſo far 
that there ſeemed nothing wanting to complete their 
deſign ſave juſt the finiſhing touch; if they have been 
permitted to glory for a time in their diabolical cun- 


ning, and bleſs themſelves in the expected ſucceſs of 
their proceedings; it has frequently been that his 
gracious care toward his cauſe and people might be 

more fully diſplayed, in rendering the whole abor- 


tive, and laying their favourite bable in the duſt ; and 
that his « enemies W more b feel the diſap- 
| PO, 
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| pointment, and gnath their teeth at the wortifying 
event. 


8. Beſides: Such a mode of conduct has proved 
not barely unſucceſsful againſt God's cauſe, but high- 
ly dangerous to the perſons of perſecutors them-. 
ſelves; for they have frequently fallen into the ſame 
pit which they dug for the deſtruction of God's ſer- 
vants. So did Feremzah's enemies fall by the Baby- 
lonians and Daniel's were deſtroyed by the very 
thing they had contrived to accompliſh his death. 
Thus alſo, thoſe who took up Shadrach, Meſhech and 
| Abednego, were ſlain by the flames of that Furnace in 
which theſe holy perſons walked unhurt. Haman 
was hanged on the gallows he had prepared for Mor- 
decai ; and the jews, afterward, fell into the very 
puniſhment which they feared as a conſequence of 
ol the doftrine and miracles of our Lord; and againſt 
which they blindly ſuppoſed, or hypocritically pre- 
tended, their beſt guard was the ſhedding his inno- 
cent blood, And in all ages of the world, where- 
ſoever perſecution hath reigned, the event has been 
in a greater or leſs degree the ſame, 


Perhaps there is no fin which God hath ſet him- 
ſelf more deciſively to puniſh than this. Violent 
| perſecutors are. almoſt ſure to meet with ſome awful 
viſitation from his hand. Inſtances of this nature, 
have been ſo recent, as to fall within our own time 
and knowledge. Many of them have died violent 
and unnatural deaths; and others of them, from a 
C3 - „ 
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fate of affluence and reputation, have ſpeedily funk 


into poverty and contempt, Whereſoever they 


have turned themſelves, God hath ſhut up their way 
to proſperity, and they have lifted up their heads no 


more. Whoever conſults the late Mr, Wefley's 


Journals, may be ſufficiently informed of this truth. 


And it were much to be wiſhed we had ground to 


_ conclude that the awful nature of their viſitation did 
not exceed the limits of time, But, alas! where the 


ſpirit of perſecution is retained ; where the Spirit of 


| God, which is the Spirit of Love, is not permitted 
io operate; and where Religion, which is Love, is 
diſcarded; there can be no ſaving alliance with its 
great Author, who is 1nrinrTs Love, And as the 


Saviour of men cannot be received, while principles 
ſo repugnant to that charity which brought him from 


the ſkies to ſave us are cheriſned in the human 
breaſt, ſo there can be no preparation for the ſociety 
of angels, and the enjoyment of heaven. However 
fair, therefore, the character of perſecutors may ap- 
pear in other reſpects, this alone muſt inevitably ex- 


clude them from future happineſs, This is aw fully 
indicated where the Redeemer tells us © It were 
better that a millſtone were hung about their neck, 


and they caſt into the depths of the ſea, than that | 


they ſhould even offend the leaſt of his ſervants,” 


2. How then, at the laſt day, will perſons who 


| Have harboured ſuch illiberal and injurious princi- 
eiples, from marked Cain, down to the infamous 


 Hary; 
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Mary ; look thoſe in the face whom they have 
killed, perſecuted, or delighted to grieve on account 
of religion? Their ſouls are ſaid to cry for ven- 
geance; and doubtlefs, therefore, when their noble 
army is complete, the long gathering ſtorm will uni- 
verſally burſt on the heads of their oppoſers. 


How greatly then, will the face of things be alter- 

ed? At preſent thoſe who mock at real religion, 
who deſpiſe and oppreſs the ſons of God, are held 
in eſteem ; but they will then be branded with in- 
famy, and covered with eternal diſgrace. Their very 
appearance before them at that day muſt be painful 
in the extreme, To what confuſion and ſmart muſt 
the pit into which they deſcended alive, give back 
 Korak and his company, once more to ſtand before 

| Moſes ? How will the enemies of the greatly beloved 
Daniel behold then his exaltation and glory ; the 
bare ſhadow of which they could not endure in an 


ceuarthly court! With what unſpeakable affliction and 


pain will thoſe who killed the Prophets, ſee them 

amongſt the angels of God! How will thoſe who 
perſecuted to death the apoſtles of the Lamb, bear to 
Tee them ſeated on twelve thrones around their R- 
deemer ! And thoſe who have thirſted for the blood 


pl his ſervants down to the preſent time, or that ſhall _ 
| ſeek to deftroy or grieve them for their attachment 


to Him, from this period to the end of the world; 


how will they view them at the right 1 of the 
Judge | 


But 
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But above all, how will perſecutors who have ſo 
often, and ſo maliciouſly wounded him in his cauſe 
and his ſervants, appear before the Son of God! How 
will 7udas, who under the garb of friendſhip, betray- | 
ed the Son of Man with a kiſs, ſtand hefore his in- 
jured Maſter! And how will the Jews to whom 
more eſpecially he came, but who received him not; 
who refuſed to believe on him: nay, more, who cla- 
moured for his blood, and purſued him to Calvary ; 
how will they then, behold their King, with the ap- 
pearance of thoſe ſcars he once received from their 
hands! | 


And how will perſecutors, of any deſcription, 

abide the day of his coming: but eſpecially that bear 
the Chriſtian Name, and have been brought up in a 

Chriſtian Country! And, farther ſtill, you that aſ- 
ſemble, at times, in his houſe and worſhip, and bow 
at his altar; is it poſſible that you ſhould perſecute 
and hate your brethren, merely becauſe they wor- 
ſhip God in ſome way differing from your own ? Is 
this treating others as yourſelves, in a like caſe, 
would wiſh to be treated? You know it is not. 
And can you think then, that the benevolent Ixsus 
will approve of ſuch conduct when he is revealed 
from heaven in flaming fire? Will ye not rather 
tremble before him ? And will not his very preſence 
drink up your ſpirits? Will not his eyes of flame flaſh 
horror through your ſouls, and his voice be more ter- 
rible to you than ten thouſand thunders? Will ye 
| | | 8 not 
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not vainly implore the rocks to fall on you, and the 
mountains to hide you from his preſence? Will not 
your very exiſtence be ſuch a burden to you, that you 


Sy will ardently wiſh its annihilation ? I pray, let all 


perſecutors confider what a fearful thing it is to fall 
Into the hands of a fin avenging God; from whoſe 
tribunal there is no appeal, 2 from whole 5 
there 1 is no eee 


How will ye hear him pronounce your doom, and 
addreſs you with a * Go from me ye curſed into 
everlaſting fire?” Can you deem it a ſmall thing to 
be put into the poſſeſſion of devils, and to be drag- 
ged away to their infernal abode? Will they be 
mild and gentle, like thoſe you have perſecuted ? 
Will they not rather give you large and terrible mea- 
ſure, for your unjuſt and cruel conduct towards them p 


| Yet theſe, dreadful as they may appear, are "ou a 


ſmall part of the portion of your cup. 


Survey then, I beſeech you, ſurvey your danger, 
ere it be for ever too late, Stop While you may. 
Drop now the weapons of your rebellion. Look 
unto Him whom you have pierced, whether in his 
cauſe or his ſervants; and mourn for your offence, 
Be ready to aſk pardon both of him and them; and 
make all the reſtitution that is in your power for the 
injury you have done. And who can tell but God 
; may yet be merciful unto you ? Surely he ſhall, if ye 

come thus humbly unto him; for he giveth grace 

to the humble. But do not delay a moment, To- 
meme may be * too late, | 


Ant 
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And what ſhall I ſay to you my brethren. who 
are called to ſuffer for your Lord and Maſter ? If 
| ſuch here be in the preſence of God, I call upon you 
as my companions in the kingdom and patience of 
Jeſus, to bear with calmneſs and fortitude whatever 
ſhall come upon you for his ſake. And that ye may 
properly do this, look to Him who is gone before 
you ; who patiently endured the contradiftion of 
ſinners, and left you an example that you might 
tread in his fleps, Be thankful that the power of 
Odd ſurrounds you; that your enemies can proceed 
no further than permitted from above ; and that ye 
live under a mild Government whoſe laws defend 
both your perſons and privileges. 


What though ye be ſmitten thin, for the reſent; | 
by the tongue of Slander, or become the jeſt and ridi- 
cule of the prophane; all this ſhall but drive you near- 

er your Divine Refuge. A little longer and it all 
will end. Courage, thou Chriſtian Soldier! A few 

more difficulties and tbe conqueſt is gained. The 
battle will be fought, and the victory eternally won. 
A few more painful ſighs and tears; and then thy 
great RE EEMER ſhall remove them all, and tranſport 
thee to the haven where thou vouldſt be; to the 
Jand of glorious peace, and beatific viſion ; where no 


enemy can approach, and where pain and ſorrow can 
Never come. 


FIVIS. 


ERRATA-—Page 11, Line 18, For Not read Nor. 


